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extent of ocean, before we heard the welcome sound of
" Land on the horizon!" from a sailor who was on the
look-out

5.   " Land!  land!"  was echoed   by man}7" voices;
and   not   long   afterwards we touched  at  the island
of   Pico,  the   most   remarkable of   the Azores.     Its
name means the Peak; and it is so called from the
cone-shaped mountain of which  the whole island  is
composed,   and   which   rises   immediately   from   the
water's edge, forming  a magnificent sight, especially
when its snowy summit is gilded by the rays of the
sun.    We only remained at Pico long enough to take,
in some water, and then continued our voyage towards
the Bermudas.    We arrived at these beautiful islands
after  some  weeks'  navigation.     They  appeared  like
gardens dropped in the midst of the Atlantic, and their
verdure was delightful to eyes which had so long gazed
on nothing but sea and sky.    The Bermudas belong to
England, and a governor resides there.    The population
consists chiefly of Negroes, formerly slaves, but now
free, and either cultivators of. the land or fishermen.
We found them kind and civil.    They were generally
poor; but the little they possessed was offered to us
with cordial hospitality.

6.   We soon left these   lovely  islands, and   were
again in the open sea.    Monotonous as our prospect
now   was,   we   found   something   to   interest   us   in
the   waters   which   surrounded    us,   especially   the
corals, which were of exceeding beauty, and in some
parts rose above the level of the sea, as if to warn
the   navigator    of   his   danger.      When   the   rocks